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An enquiry into thofe Branches of our Trade in which the French are our Revals: 4 
We ought to ward againft the French in their Encroachments on our Trade, ‘but not be ter=° 
rifyed at them, as if defpatring of preferving our Trade againft them. _ otf | 
The Situation of France an effectual Security againft their [oaring in the Trade to Germany? r 
No Communication by River+Navigation between France and any other Country in theWorld: 





The French can Rival us in nothing but in our Woollin Manufactures and out Shipping, and 
the Treaty of Commerce is qualifyed to prevent both. | fs ay ay 


4» . 





HE MERCATOR is now to examine 
wherein the French are our Enemies or Rivals 
in Commerce, and how far they are‘ to be 


guarded againft, and whether are moit dan- 
gerous to our Commerce, they or the Dutch. 


This is a Debate that can very hardly be carryed on 
with fo much Impartiality in this Age, but that will 
be excepted againft, becaufe fome People think it. for 
their Intereft, at this time, to make the French appear 
as formidable and frightful to us as poflible. 


The MERCATOR is very willing to have us 
a apgainft every Adverfary, efpecially in our 

rade, as well the French as any other, and as well 
any other as the French. But he cannot fee what End 
it anfwers, at leaft what koneft End, to make the French 
2 Terror to us. : 


The Devil isa Monfter, but evety Monfter is not a 
Devil ; nay, even our fear of the Devil, as Divines 
tell us, ought not to be carryed on any farther in the 
Minds of Men, than to keep them upon their Guard, 
we .fhould be wary of the Devil, they fay, but not 


afraid. 

In like manner, let us ward againft the French, but 
Jearn not to be afraid. To fay the French bid fair to 
Engrofs all the Trade of Europe, as it is falfe in Fast, 
fo it tends to Terrifying and Affrighting us, making 
our People give their Trade for loft, and not endeavour 
to preferve and defend it ; And the fame it is in the 
Cafe of our Liberties, in which, it ig too true, that 
fome People ftrive to make us Defpair, and look upon 
Ourfelves as loft and undone, rather than prompting 
us to juft Meafures for our Prefervation. 


Such Men, whether in One or Other, are Betrayers 
af our Country, not Fricnds and prefervers of it. 


Our Bufinefs is to fee our seal Danger without fal- 
into any of the extremes, not the exueme of 





Security, becaufé it betrays us to ger, not, of Fear; 
becaufe :it betrays ‘us in Danger: I and 


; 
2 ~+ 


dozes the Judgment, and prevents timely Cautiori 5 
Fear deprives us of the ule of thofer Remedies. which 


Reafou offers, and both are pernicious« 


The MERCATOR defires. to take the ; middle 
between thefe extremes, and neither to be fo Secure as 
not to watch againft all Enctoachments, learn to know 
them, and defend againft them, and yet not fo Frighted 
as to be amazed, grow helplefs, and defpair. 


No doubt but the French. will Rival us in évery 
Branch of our Trade that they are able; Who can 
blame them? Is riot the Wealth and Oppulence of 
this Nation, which was all raifed by Trade, a fufficient 
Argument to them.to take all poflible Meafures, whe~ _ 
ther by fupplanting us, or any one elfe, to do the 
fame thing ? 


Let us then fee wherein they can reall y hurt us? And 
let us honefily join to Board againft it, and not cry out 
they will Ruine us, and then let a worfe Rival do it to 
prevent the French? | 

| -* 

It is moft certain, that the Situation of France is fuch, 
as that they cannot affect us in the Inland Trade of ‘Eu- 
rope, as the Dutch can and do ; it is impraéticable, nay, 
impoflible for us to Trade with any parts of German 
but by the Interpofition of the Dutch ; when we fp 
of the Dutch, we muft be allow’d to include the Cities 
of Hamburgh and Bremen, which have Inlets, the one 
into Weftphalia, the other into the Circles of the upper 
and lower Saxony, by the Elbe and by the Wefer. 


What the MERC ATOR {aid before is moft true} 
and he infifis on it, the French, were they equal to us 
in Manufactures, could not fupply even fome parts of 
their own Country but thro’ Holland. 


When People anfwer fo Ungeographically, as to 
fay that the French can fupply Alfatia by the Naviga- 
non 








—¥Jpte comego book on ch 





eat therSeie,or any other River out of France, 
y fatisty ds*that they know little of the Coun- 
and nothing of the Sicuation of it, and when Peo- 


uft neceflirily 


‘Maps, they | 
orld, and cenfe- 


fee bow they have Impgfed upon the 

uently helieye they haye done fo in other things ; for 
iP they dre riot afhamed to Impofe upon the People in 
things which are fo plain and fo eafie to be derected, 
how fhould it be expected bur they will do it in things 
doubrful, and lefs eafie to be known ° 

The Situation of France has this peguliar in it, which 
no Men in the Worle ppofers oft 
¢an have the face to @eny, ¢ Wacthere is De gue 
Navigable River in the whole Kingdom whicli goes into 
or gives Paffage and Carriage into any other Country, 
except, as was formerly Noted, the Rhefne and its 
he a by which there aw _ = es goa 
intoSavoy and the Gpuntry. of the Swifs, which really 
arg yrifes pot Mate pee i the other Rivess, 
whofe Mouths or Influx into the Sea is in France, rife 
in France alfo,.and can give no Inlet for Commerce 


into any other parts of Europe. 


That from thefe Rivers they have an Outlet into the 
Sea, is allowed, and from thence they can extend their 
Navigation by Sea to.al] the Marine Countries in thie 
World, $s nox denied ; of which by irfelf- 


But the firft part being pranted, it follows, that the 
Fréfich cannot have any hand in the Trade to thofe 
Toland warts of Europe but as we have, (viz.) Thro’ 
the Interpafition of the Durch and Himburghetz, to 
whom our Situation makes us much more able to Trade 
with Advantage than the French; and we have never 
Kop tis lea Encroachment of the French in that 

rade: On the other hand, the Northern parts of their 
own Dominions are fain to buy not our Manufactures 
only, ‘but even rhe rchandizes and the Produce of 
their owh more Southern Countries of the Durch. 





‘ For example : France, by the Situation of the Port 

of Marfeilles in the Mediterranean, has a large Trade to 
the Levant, and Imports Raw. Silks, Gauls, Fuftick, 
Corto! Wooll, ahd‘ feyeral other Goods from Sealy and 
Turkey, ‘with great Advantage ; and again in the Bay of 
Rifcay, by their near Neighbourhood to Spain, they 
have the Spanifh Wooll Cheaper than we: For their 
own Growth, they have Wine, Oil, Olives, Capers, 
Fruit, &c. even in their own Provinces of Languedoc, 
Provence, Anjou, Gaftogne, &c. yet all thefe Goods 
do the Inhabitants of the North parts of Champaign, 
the thtce Bifhopricks of Metz, Toul and Verdun, the 
Coumrtri¢és between the Saar and the Rhine, the Pro- 
vince of ‘Alfatia, &c. buy of the Englifh or Dutch in 
Holland. 


The-Reafon is plain, (viz.) That by the Rivers Rhine, 
Saar; Mofell , Maes, Sambre, &c. they have them 
brought by Water intoshe [Heart of all thofe Countries 
Fromt Edolland, ~wher@ts: from France thcy mauft be 
brought. many Miles, it might be faid of fome parts, 
Hundreds of Miles by Land-Carriage, which in Trade 
is impracticable. 


_ The like is the Cafe of rhe Woollen Manufafures of 
prance > Suppofing, tor Argument fake, that France 





Affair, 


made their Woollen Goods as chean and as g957 

ours, which is ridiculous to afferr, yet we all lise a 
the Grofs of their Woollen Manufaéturine is iaieve i 
in the Southermoft pares. of France, as sia Lets ined 
Gafcogne, Zantoin, “Anjou, Piteu, 8. or in Picardy ms 
the Linen Manutactuges in Normandy and Bretaien af 
the Stik in Lyonois,; Auvergne, &e.and abour Boris; 
As to the Woollen Manufa@ures, if they are to ey 
ried from Picardy or from Anjou or Languedoc into Al- 
fatia, the Bifhopricks, or the North of Champaign 
Land-Carriage, including that little Wates-Carriave 
they can get, what Price muft they be { uppofed to We 


befotetliey ger oh muft certainly fo eticreaf 
° Cx >." : o aenihatiahins 
their Value, ripe ihe Nobody will buy them, ox 


Nobody will fell them: And this is the Reafon why 
as has been formerly faid, all thofe Countries are fiup- 
plied with our Woollen Manufactures rather rhan their 
own, and why they buy even the Growth of France ir 


felf, by way of Holland. 


$ 
It is evident by all this, that the French can never 
Rival.us in our Trade with Germany, fappofing chat 
they were able to make the Woollen Manufaciures as 
good and as cheap as we do, which it is evident they 
cannot. 


Two Things alone the French are our Riyals in, in 
Trade, and thefé are our Wodllen- ManufaGures and 
eur Shipping. How far they are capable of hurting us 
i thefe, and what are the Remedies againft it, remains 
to be laid down ; imdoing which, ir will neceflarily ap- 
pear that our prefent Treaty of Commerce with France 
is the beft, if nor the only ftep for us to prevent them 
in he firit, and will be very ofeful alfo co do it in the 
aft. , 


The MERCATOR forefees a vain and empty 
Cayil which his Oppofers will be ready to make, for 
Cavil-is their eminent Grace, or to {peak in the Lan- 
guage of Commerce, Cavilling and Quibbling are their 
principal Manufactures. The Cafe is this; What! 
jay they, do the French Rival us in nothing but our 
Woollen Manufactures and Shipping? Do they not 
Rival us in the Wrought Silks, the Linen, the Paper 
and fuch Manufaétures ? ) ; 

The Anfwer is very direct; They are not our Rivals 
in thofe Trades, but we are theirs; We are entred upon 
their Manufactures of Silks, Linen, Paper, &-. and do 
really fupply Ourfeives with Jarge Quantities by our 
own Labour and Induftry, and by the difcouraging the 
Importation of French with high Duties, whuch high 
Duties, or the greateit part of them, are ftuil to remain 
by the Treaty. The French were before us in all thefe 
Goods, and we have made Encroachinents upon them 
in them all, and therefore we are properly Rivals to 
them in thofe Trades, not hey to us and the MER- 
CATOR thallend it with this Remark, (viz, That 
take the whole Britifh and French Trades together, and 
make a juft Calculation, it thal] at any time appear that 
England has made greater Encroachments upon the 
French Manufactures than the French upon the Englith ; 
and, it is nor doubted, but if the Trade comes to be 
fettled, they will ftido fo; of which more thn! be 
faid in the next AERC AT OR. 
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